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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Year A

Our Living Church

4th Sunday
of Advent
Advent Wreath
On the fourth Sunday of Advent, the final purple candle is lit to mark the final week
of prayer and penance. This candle is known as the “Angel’s Candle”. We are
reminded of the endless Love that God has for us and this Good News was brought
to us by the angel Gabriel.

Background on the Gospel Reading
The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of
Jesus from Joseph's perspective. The way that Joseph
and Mary face these circumstances tells us much about
these holy people and their faith in God. Joseph and
Mary are betrothed to be married. This is sometimes
described as an engagement period, but it is more than
that.
Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was the first part of the marriage contract.
A breach of this contract was considered adultery. Mary is found to be with child. If
adultery is proven, the punishment might be death. Joseph has rights under Mosaic
law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break the marriage contract, so as
to protect Mary. Then God intervenes.
The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much
about the child that Mary bears and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the
Holy Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He
will be the fulfillment of the prophecy heard in the first reading from Isaiah: “The
virgin shall be with child . . . and shall name him Emmanuel [God with us].”
Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and
accepts the child in her womb as his own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative
with God's plan. They are both models for us of what it means to be faithful
servants of God.
Source: https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/

Learning
Saints Celebrated in December
SAINT FLANNAN
Feast Day: December 18TH
St. Flannan was educated by monks, stayed close to nature, made a pilgrimage
to Rome, was appointed bishop, wandered about preaching, and worked
miracles - the makings of a classic Celtic saint.
The son of Turlough, a Celtic chieftain, Flannan was educated by a monk who
also taught him farming. His biographer says he learned how to “till, sow,
harvest, grind, winnow, and bake for the monks.” Against the advice of
relatives, Flannan decided to undertake a pilgrimage by sea to Rome. There
the pope consecrated him as the first bishop of Killaloe.
Flannan led his diocese by traveling about teaching and preaching. His charismatic eloquence even
persuaded his elderly father to become a monk under St. Colman. When Turlough asked Colman to
bless his family, the abbot predicted that seven of his descendants would be kings. Fearing that
kingship might fall on him, Flannan prayed for a physical deformity that might prevent it. His biography
says that his face became disfigured with scars and rashes.
As bishop, Flannan sometimes forcefully intervened to pacify petty clan wars. Once he had negotiated a
truce between two chiefs, which one of them broke a year later by invading and destroying the other’s
land. The robber chief who was initially unrepentant, finally begged for forgiveness and mercy when
the saint uttered against his posterity.
The exact date of Flannan’s death is not known, probably in the 7th to 8th century in Killaloe, Ireland.

SAINT PETER CANISIUS
Feast Day: December 21ST
For a half-century Jesuit Father Peter Canisius led the Catholic Reformation in
Austria, Bavaria, and Bohemia. For that reason he is reckoned an apostle to
Germany, second only to St. Boniface.
With stupendous energy he preached and taught in parishes, reformed and
founded universities, wrote many books including popular catechisms, restored
lapsed Catholics, converted Protestants, preached retreats, and found time to care
for the sick. In his last 30 years traveling more than 20,000 miles on foot or
horseback, St. Peter Canisius spearheaded the renewal of the Catholic faith in
southern Germany.

Canisius revitalized Catholic life and teaching at universities in Ingolstadt and Augsburg. He founded
new ones at Prague and Fribourg. In all four cities his preaching and catechizing won the hearts of
Catholics and attracted nominal Protestants to the church. In Vienna his personal care for plague
victims made him a most popular figure. Thus, when appointed diocesan administrator, he was in a
position to revive the city’s long decadent Catholic community.
After 1555, Canisius published his famous Summary of Christian Doctrine and two smaller catechisms.
These books helped launch the Catholic press and generated the Catholic Reformation as Luther’s
catechism had spread Protestantism. During the saint’s lifetime they were translated into 15 languages
and reprinted more than 200 times. In 1591, Canisius suffered a stroke that nearly killed him. But he
recovered and devoted himself to writing for six more years until his death in 1597.
Source: https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/

Serving God’s People

CALLING FOR ALTAR SERVERS,
LECTORS & USHERS!
As we resume regular Sunday Mass, we are in great need of new
members in these ministries. Kindly email the relevant contact person to
inquire or volunteer.

Anne Teh & Rita Chang
Dawid Bober
altarservers@sacredheartpudong.com lectors@sacredheartpudong.com

Prayers of the Faithful
1.

For Pope Francis and the Church all over the
world. May we experience a deeper conversion
of mind and heart, allowing Your Word to
instruct, guide and free us.

2.

May we be grateful for our relationships. May
this season help us recognize the love we share
with others - spouses, family members, friends
and all who are significant in our lives.

3.

For a deeper awareness of God’s presence in our
lives. May we learn to live each day as faithful
disciples, trusting in God’s promises and serving
others.

4.

5.

For those who support those struggling to make
ends meet this Christmas. Reward their
dedication and compassion and provide them
with adequate resources.
For leaders of nations – that they attend with
compassion to the plight of refugees throughout
the world and strive earnestly to end all war &
civil unrest.

6.

For all who are travelling to be with their loved
ones during this Christmas. Protect them on their
journey and bless their reunion with family and
friends.

7.

For all who have died: that they may rest in the
eternal peace of Christ.

8.

In this moment of silence, we remember our own
personal intentions and the intentions of those
who have asked for our prayers.

Clare Chui
ushers@sacredheartpudong.com

Daily Readings
Sunday, December 18

Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm 24:1-2,3-4,5-6
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-24
Monday, December 19
Judges 13:2-7,24-25a
Psalm 71:3-4a,5-6ab,16-17
Luke 1:5-25
Tuesday, December 20
Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm 24:1-2,3-4ab,5-6
Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday, December 21 Song of Songs 2:8-14

Thursday, December 22

Friday, December 23

Saturday, December 24

Sunday, December 25

Psalm 33:2-3,11-12,20-21
Luke 1:39-45
1 Samuel 1:24-28
1 Samuel 2:1,4-5,6-7,8abcd
Luke 1:46-56
Malachi 3:1-4,23-24
Psalm 25:4-5ab,8-9,10 and 14
Luke 1:57-66
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16
Psalm 89:2-3,4-5,27 and 29
Luke 1:67-79
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4,5-6
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18

Save the Date

Special Masses for
Advent & Christmas Season
Mass

Date & Time

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Dec 18th Sun, 3:30 pm

Christmas Eve Mass

Dec 24th Sat, 9.30 pm

Nativity of our Lord (Christmas Day)

Dec 25th Sun, 3.30 pm

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Jan 1st Sun, 3.30 pm

Baptism of the Lord

Jan 8th Sun, 3.30pm

Kids’ Corner

Kids’ Corner

